
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Faith Liebl        

Department: Biological Sciences       Phone Number: (618) 650-2509 

E-mail Address: fliebl@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1651 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9-12 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?  BIOL 491 or BIOL 493 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours? 2 

 

Location of research/creative activities: SLW 1350 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The URCA Assistant selected for this position will execute experiments to determine the role of Kismet in synapse 

development. Kismet is a protein that regulates gene expression by remodeling chromatin structure. We have found 

that Kismet influences the localization of glutamate receptors, which are postsynaptic receptors important for 

learning and memory. Students must learn a variety of techniques to enable them to perform these experiments 

including Drosophila third instar larval dissections, immunocytochemistry, and confocal microscopy.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
Gain sufficient background knowledge to understand the purpose of the experiments. Perform Drosophila 3rd instar 

larval dissections, immunocytochemistry, make solutions, analyze and interpret data.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
Students will gain some technical skills by learning dissections and accurately executing protocols. Students will 

also develop their critical thinking, problem solving, and writing skills. Data analysis and interpretation helps 

students better develop their problem solving and critical thinking skills. Students are also expected to compose a 

written summary of their experiments including the experimental rationale, the hypothesis (-es) being tested, their 

results, and the implications of their results. Students will present the results of their research for their Senior 

Assignment and possibly at a scientific meeting.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Laboratory hours depend on the mutual availability of the student and faculty mentor.  
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If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

BIOL 150 and 151 with a B or better  

Prefer students who have also completed BIOL 220 with a B or better  

 
 


